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 Statistics say that one out of every three to four girls has been sexually assaulted by age eighteen.  Although these statistics are not actually accurate because of the many unreported cases.   The average age of the victims are usually between seven and 13.  Plus most molesters are family members or friends.  Unfortunately the child abuse rate is higher in single parent homes including molestation.  This is mainly contributed to stress, financial issues and lack of support.  For example, growing up in a typical family with a mother and father and stable home can be challenging but however growing up in an unstable environment with a single parent can be even more challenging.  It increases a child’s chances of abuse.  Poet and prize winning author,  Maya Angelou tells about her coming of age story in her autobiography,  I Know Why the caged Bird Sings.  This book describes the trauma and unstable childhood that Maya experienced that shaped her life in which she ultimately triumphed in spite of the growing pains.    

	Maya Angelou had some major growing pains to say the least.  Maya grew up in an unstable environment.   She was born Marguerite Johnson April 4, 1928  in St. Louis Missouri.  She grew up between St. Louis and Stamps Arkansas moving back and forth to her mother’s and grandmother’s house.  Her grandmother was very religious, and a strong disciplinarian that lived in racially segregated Stamps.  The grandmother mainly focused on Maya’s physical  needs  instead of her emotional needs.  She often talked harsh to Maya and found it difficult to express her love.  However her mother lived a faster life style which often times leaving others to watch over Maya and her brother.  Eventually, while staying with her mother Maya was raped she  was  around eight years old.  Maya’s attacker was her mother’s boyfriend.  After the traumatic event  Maya  confided in her brother and soon after that the man was killed.  It was rumored that her uncles killed him.  Maya was devastated and thought that her words kill so she stopped speaking.  Maya remained silent for about six years and was sent back to live with her grandmother.  During this time of silence Maya fell in love with books and literature.  Next a teacher began helping Maya speak again and at age fourteen she and her family moved to Oakland CA.  While in CA she experimented and went through periods of isolation.  However at age seventeen she became another statistic and had a child.    


     Next, after giving birth to her son Maya was still going through growing pains.  However her first book I Know Why the Caged Birds Sings recalls her life up until age seventeen.  Her second autobiographical book, Gather Together in My Name is about her life between the age of seventeen and nineteen as a poor single mother and the trials that coincide.  Maya also toured Europe with the opera Porgy and Bess as well as became an activist later on in the sixties.  Maya is often known for her inspiring poetry.  Two of her most popular poems are Phenomenal Woman and Still I Rise.  These poems offer encouraging and empowering words to women about their unique beauty and inner strength.  She recited her poem “On the Pulse of Morning” at the 1993 presidential inauguration of President Clinton.  Maya still remains active and motivates people today.                  




	Although Maya experienced very traumatic events she became one of the most influential people in America.  Maya Angelo became an activist and award winning poet and novelist.  She also is an actress.  Maya faced some unrelenting circumstances growing up that caused her to remain silent for years, but when she finally spoke, her words moved a generation and is still moving.  Growing pains was extreme for Maya but in the end her talent prevailed  and she proved she is not the typical statistic.  Maya triumphed in the end even after all the trauma and pain and now with her published works her voice will never be silenced again.    
	

        
      








I made to a lot of changes to this paper to improve the quality and content of my essay.  The feedback gave helpful information to enhance this essay.  The first change began in the introduction.  I elaborated on the undertone of the theme of this essay.  In order to do this I used shocking statics about child abuse to get the reader’s attention.  I offered more information about the statics so the reader will see the similarity with the character I chose in this coming of age story.  Plus I expanded the thesis sentence by providing more details.  The expansion of the thesis set the over- all tone for my essay and it help transition to the next paragraph in the essay.  
 
 Writing has always been a challenge for me.  My main three weaknesses in writing are as follows: I always get writers block, I find it hard arranging my ideas, and I have a hard time getting expressing my ideas on paper.  However my three strengths are: I have great ideas and imagination, I know what I want to say, and I love words.   This class has given me the tools to continue to improve my writing skills.  So I plan on using those tools learned to help me with my weaknesses in writing.  It is so important because this will not only help me my writing but with my public speaking as well.  Great speeches always begin with some type of outline or draft and that’s where writing comes into play.  I know I have a lot more to learn but with what I have learned has given me confidence to help me on my career path.                    			
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